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back into the country when their remoteness
constitutes risk.

Terrorism causes an organizational crisis
whose ultimate effects may be unknown, and
poses a significant threat to the performance
of the firm. Corporate preparedness for the
unexpected is a vital task. Innovative man-
agers develop back-up resources, and plan for
dislocations and sudden shocks with a flexi-
ble corporate response.

Terrorism is a public threat, and some
managers believe government should bear
the cost of protecting against it. Others
argue that a public-private partnership is
the most effective approach, with firms tak-
ing the lead. There is also the issue whether
corporate headquarters or the locally ex-
posed subsidiary should fund prevention and
preparation expenditures. Regardless of who
pays, everyone can agree on the need to
guard against terrorism.

Every world region is vulnerable, and most
attacks are directed at businesses and busi-
ness-related infrastructure. Terrorism re-
quires decision-making and behaviors that
support vigilance and development of appro-
priate strategies. Managers who fail to pre-
pare run the risk of weaker performance or
even loss of the firm. While we can no longer
choose the lowest cost option, ten years
after 9/11 companies are more aware, less ex-
posed, and less vulnerable to the risk of ter-
rorism. But in the next ten years comes the
really big task: What can and should we do
collectively and individually to reduce the
causes of terrorism.
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HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in commemoration of Constitution
Day, as this past weekend we celebrated 224
years since this nation’s founders first signed
the hallowed document that governs our na-
tion to this day.

The beauty of our Constitution is that it is a
living document. When the Constitution was
written, women were not permitted to own
property, vote, or attend many institutions of
higher learning. Today, women are earning
doctorate degrees at higher rates than men,
serving as CEOs of Fortune 500 Companies,
and even as Cabinet Secretaries.

But even with this solemn document to
guide and govern our nation, women today
still earn less than their male counterparts,
and minority women even less. Women are
more likely to be living in poverty and without
healthcare. Women still only make up 17 per-
cent of the current Congress.

As we continue to build on women’s rights
in this country, we are standing on a firm foun-
dation in the Fourteenth Amendment. As we
celebrate Constitution Day, women especially
must remember how far we've come—and
how far we still have to go.

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of Hispanic Heritage Month and cele-
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brating the vast contributions of Hispanic
Americans to the culture of the United States.

Today, Hispanics make up 16.3% of the
total United States’ population—that’s nearly
50.5 million people.

Their buying power was $1 trillion in 2010,
and is expected to reach $1.5 trillion by 2015.

Hispanic-owned business grew between
2002 and 2007 by 44%—and these busi-
nesses generated $345.2 billion in sales in
2007 alone.

Hispanics are involved with every aspect of
our culture—from science, to sports, business,
government, and the arts.

They will continue to contribute to our nation
economically, culturally, and politically.

This is why it's vital to make the correct
choices when it comes to immigration.

Here in Washington, we need a bipartisan
effort to make comprehensive immigration re-
form a reality.

As Members of Congress, we must work for
a stronger United States—a nation that recog-
nizes diversity and embraces it.

——
HONORING CORPORAL MICHAEL
JOSEPH DUTCHER FOR HIS
SERVICE TO THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA
HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Corporal Michael Joseph Dutcher of
Asheville, North Carolina for his valiant service
in the United States Marine Corps. The sac-
rifices Corporal Michael Joseph Dutcher made
will not be forgotten as he put his country
above his own needs, serving to fight for free-
dom.

Born on November 21, 1988, Cpl. Dutcher
grew up in Asheville, North Carolina. At Ashe-
ville High School, Cpl. Dutcher was involved in
band, wrestling, and ROTC. Immediately after
graduation, Cpl. Dutcher enrolled in the Ma-
rine Corps on June 18, 2007. Cpl. Dutcher
served in Bravo Company. He served 1st Bat-
talion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, | Marine Expeditionary Force, including a
tour of duty in Afghanistan. His personal serv-
ice awards include the Purple Heart, Combat
Action Ribbon, Afghanistan Campaign Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal,
Sea Service Deployment with three Bronze
Stars, Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal,
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal and NATO
Medal ISAF-Afghanistan.

Cpl. Dutcher was a Non-Commissioned Offi-
cer of Marines, regarded by his unit as a self-
less leader who always put the well-being of
his fellow Marines above his own. In Afghani-
stan, his unit served at the tip of the spear in
the Sangin District of Helmand Province, the
site of some of the fiercest fighting in all of Af-
ghanistan. On September 15, 2011, he gave
his life while leading his Marines from the front
against enemy forces.

Mr. Speaker, Cpl. Dutcher embodied the
most essential qualities of a United States Ma-
rine. He was selfless, dedicated, and brave.
He is remembered as a man who had a tre-
mendous impact not only on his fellow Ma-
rines, but also on his family, friends, and com-
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munity. Through his exemplary service in Af-
ghanistan, Cpl. Michael Joseph Dutcher has
brought pride to Western North Carolina. It is
truly my honor to commemorate him and |
urge my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring the life of Cpl. Michael Joseph Dutcher
for the sacrifices he made for our country.
—

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,711,870,126,618.47.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $4,073,444,380,324.67 since then. This
debt and its interest payments we are passing
to our children and all future Americans.

——————

CORRESPONDENCE WITH PRESI-
DENT OBAMA ON THE AFGHANI-
STAN/PAKISTAN STUDY GROUP

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | have been writing
President Obama and administration officials
since August 2010 outlining my concerns
about the progress of the war in Afghanistan
and asking that an Afghanistan/Pakistan Study
Group be established to engage outside ex-
perts to bring fresh eyes to U.S. strategy in
South Asia.

I's now over a year later and the adminis-
tration continues to balk at any suggestion for
such a panel to be formed. Yet we continue to
read headlines every week reporting about
casualties among our brave troops and
stepped up attacks by the Taliban, including
assassinations of Afghan leaders.

| firmly believe that success in South Asia
requires a complete reexamination of U.S. pol-
icy with both Afghanistan and Pakistan. Estab-
lishing the Af/Pak Stud Group will demonstrate
that U.S. political leaders and government offi-
cials are willing to take whatever steps nec-
essary to ensure we have the best strategy for
long-term success in South Asia.

| will begin today to insert in the RECORD my
correspondence with the administration on this
matter. My letter of August 4, 2010, to the
president follows:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, August 4, 2010.
Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA,
The President,
The White House, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On September 14,
2001, following the catastrophic and delib-
erate terrorist attack on our country, I
voted to go to war in Afghanistan. I stand by
that decision and have the utmost con-
fidence in General Petraeus’s proven leader-
ship. I also remain unequivocally committed
to the success of our mission there and to
the more than 100,000 American troops sacri-
ficing toward that end. In fact, it is this
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